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look upon it as holy work, which will bring prosperity to them and
their people. Mr. Anderson, a Canadian millionaire, has gone to work
in these hospitals.
How are these hospitals financed? If anyone wants to know, he
will find the information in the pamphlet from which we have taken
the foregoing. The expenses are met from funds raised in England.
We in India pay only a small part of the expenditure.
What is the object behind this work? The question is simply
answered. Their aim is, undoubtedly, to convert to Christianity the
victims of the disease who go to them. But no one is sent away for
refusing to be converted. Their constant objective is to treat these
people, whatever happens.
Is there any reason why people, who so nobly serve humanity and
from among whom thousands come forward for such work, should not
prosper? Why indeed should they not rule?
How can Indians expect to prosper if they refuse to shoulder their
own burdens of this sort and forsake what is clearly their own duty?
How can they expect to have swaraj ? And what will they gain from
swaraj? It is not as if there were no lepers in England, or other
deserving causes [for their money]. But the British do not depend on
others for such work. They attend to their tasks themselves. We do
not accept our own responsibilities, let alone help others.
We must give thought to these matters. We look at the question
only superficially, curse the British for denying us our rights and feel
triumphant when we have started an agitation to drive them out. But
this way we only do ourselves harm. We forget the real cause.
It may well be *that the British preside over an empire and
prosper because of the blessings of these lepers while we live in
misery because of their curses.
[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 11-4-1908
55.   CAPE TOWN INDIANS
The Cape Argus of Cape Town writes as follows:
At a time when hundreds of whites are leaving South Africa
owing to the lack of employment opportunities, it behoves the
authorities to check further immigration. It would be highly absurd
if, while there was a continuous exodus of white men, there should
also be a corresponding influx of -Asiatics. It appears from a
letter we have received that there is ground at least for suspicion
that the Act is not being implemented with the necessary thorough-
ness. This may be due to defects in the law. Our correspondent